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Audience Rebels Against

There was in the beginning a ’ ** no.
Midway through the Critical - dense fog: ,
legal Studies 'counter-event'
yesterday, the audience re- rﬁe td‘t 008.

belled against the panel and
the scheduled format.

Several audience members
insisted that the CLS event
was every bit as pompous and
vacuous as the Lizard claims
the AALS panels are. Others
protested that the format of
the so-called ''counter-event'

was ]..n. fact irldistmg'l.lis}]i"‘ Peop'le began to stud
A : y this
Ei.je_' fiom the rgl]f:ledé l.nﬁrar— fglag. foz all the reasons peo— -
cal AALS model. Sti ple tend to study things 1ike TZARD TUFF
others protested the predom- fog. By that I mean, some gIgNLHIERAR% L%%Sglf@ AN o
inance of white males on the people were bored, some cu- EXCHANGE ON SEXUAL RELATIONS BE~
panel. ~ And others expressed rious; some people studied 1t
TWEEN MALE TEACHERS AND FEMALE
rage that a group so s _ because it was there, some 7
{19 dismicsi t th mmtabm because they thought it might STUDENTS. THE DECISION TO PUBLISH
1ly dismssive O e estab- be beautiful. Some people THAT EXCHANGE WAS CONTROVERSIAL.

lished ways of doings things studied it to advance their
should be so vague and élu- own careers, or to retard the

(Contimuied p.2) (Continued p.10)

WE DECIDED THAT ON BALANCE IT WAS
MORE IMPORTANT TO OPEN UP THE
ISSUE IN A FLAWED WAY THAN TO
PERMIT IT TO REMAIN SUBMERGED.
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CIS PANEL |
(continued from p.1)

sive as to how things
should be done. CLS was
attacked in tones of inciv-
ility of the sort that cri-
tics associate with CLS it-
self.

About 250 people atten-
ded the event. At one
point, widespread ap-
plause greeted the
(somewhat plaintive) re-
mark of one audience mem-
ber, "No matter how bad
this is, it's still better
than anything going on at
the AALS."

The rebellion forced
the meeting to break up
into small discussion
groups. Efforts to recon-
vene the meeting as a
whole were only errati-
cally successful. Most

panel members fled the
podium and tried to
blend into the audience.
One eminent main-
stream professor, who has
been studying CLS for
years, said, 'The event
demonstrated conclusively
that CLS has nothing to of-
fer beside a lot of child-
ish prattie." But a CLS
insider disagreed. 'The
audience enactment of the
destruction of hierarchy
had a cathartic effect that
is pre-requisite to seri-
ous discussion of the pol-
itics of law schools'' He
insisted that the small
group discussions ''re-
leased energies.in a val-
uable way." Asked to com-
ment on this view, the em-
inent mainstream professor
dismissed it as ''typical
CLS mystification."

Fia, 105.~A Mraen,

THE AALS PLENARY SESSION

At the AALS plenary
session, Terrance Sandalow
demonstrated how to use
liberal rhetoric to dress
up repressive, authorit-
arian treatment of stu-
dents.

He started his talk by
listing several proposals
for change in legal educ-
ation. He dismissed
the proposals as unethic-
al because they all treat
students instrumentally,
as means to improve soc-
iety or the profession.

He proposed that ethics in
human relationships re-
quires treating students
as ends-in-themselves.

The appeal to the Kantian
ethic, the Dworkin—equal
concern and respect, etc.

But how quickly the li-
beral abstraction reveals
its emptiness. Sandalow
went on to say that the
way to treat students as
ends is to prepare them
for a full, rich intellect-

. -

ual life, rather than :
merely to fulfill the pro-
fessional role. And the
way to do that is to build
intellectual ''character”
in students by, for example,
not pexmitting students to
pass when called on (Ma
little public embarrassment
builds rigorous thinking
habits'), or to give
"sloppy'' answers, or to
hand in papers late.
Sandalow thinks that
his suggestions don't
treat students instrunent-
ally because he thinks his
model of what ''character"
entails is universal an
noncontroversial. Actual-
ly, it's the boot camp--
drill sergeant--stern
father--military macho--
suck it up--when the going
sets tough the tough get
roing model of education
straight out of Langdell.
Strict regimentation and
order.

Resolving the issue of
nower in the classroom by
creating a dictatorial
parent figure who will
lead the students to the
intellectual fatherland,
"rigor." Students don't
know what's good for them,
so don't respect their
decision to pass. The
teacher should inflict
humiliation and anxiety
on students ''for their
own good."

So it's not really that
students are treated as
"ends" after agll. 1In

fact, Sandalow wants them 2
treated as objects to be |
manipulated into his vis-
ion of intellectual rigor,
whatever content that has.
Sandalow can't see the
contradiction because he
can't even imagine a mode
of social relations in
classrooms that's non-.
hierarchical, cooperative,
supportive, warm, egali-
tarian, and nonalienating.

Sandalow's inability
to reflect critically on
his own 1940s ideological
presuppositions blinds
him to the contradictiens
of his argument. Someone
who carmot recognize con-
tradiction in argumenta-
tion is a poor candidate
to teach intellectusl
"rigor."

‘7 ._
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To Recognize A
Their eyes

stay out and late
Look for red veined
diagonal glances

Wrinkles could be starched
the pretension of hidden style?

HE

E@tents of

would be
most CLS

studies movement, . somet

to as the True Left. Lizard

in any way, official or unofficial,

R W represent “the views of the Conference
Bon Critical Legal

cussed within CCLS,, and it does not
conform to the general attitude of the |
membership, which is far more respon- ¥
sible and boring

pager were they to become “familiar
with it, it would be gross guilt by g
association to treat them as co-

conspirators. . :

CLS Person In a Crowd

If there was time

but why embalm

s an emanation of a small
within the critical legal
imes referred

does not

Studies. The c¢on-
have not been dis-

than anything we
interested in cFrin‘tin . Since
people would dis]ike this

The Conference on Critical
Legal Studies Should Adopt a
Pos{tion on E1 Salvador

CLS people tend to be more
interested in theoretical le-
gal academic work than in real
world struggles. They also
tend to fear disunity if they
try to translate their Targe
areas of agreement into real
political terms. But I think
wa have to begin to make that
effort. I offer the following
proposed policy statement
about the U.S. in E1 Salvador
as a start in that direction.

For a very long time the
governments of ET1 Salvador
have been classic exampies of
a state functioning as the
central committee of a ruling
class=~in this case the forty
top oligarchy families. Salva-
doran soctiety is unjust ac-
cording to even the vaguest
and most imprecise 1iberal
standards of justice., There is
brutal economic expleitation
backed up by violence and
compiete disregard of the hu-

_man rights of those who dis—_
agree with the regime. Fur-

ther, society 1s hierarchical,
patriarchal, sexvally repres-
sive, and racialist, all of
which traits are sustained by
a powerful traditional ide-
ology as well as by vioience.

The United States has for a
Tong time been a direct force
for evil in E1 Salvador. We
have supported or promoted or
actually created many of the
worst aspects of that society.
The Salvadoran ruling class
has been our ally or pawn, We
have shown no commitment
against the forms of social.
sexual and racial hierarchy
that go along with exploita-

(Continued p. 4)
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Towards an Erotics of
Law Teaching

Dear Ann Slanders:

I am a married law teacher,
at a good school for seven
years, with tenure. I have had

several crushes on students -

during that time. I am male
and a1l my "love objects" have
been female. I have 1ittle by
Titt1e come to wonder whether
my feelings are consistent
with my strong comitment to
feminism. Paradoxically, as
these worries increase I find
myself for the first time
tempted to have an affair with
a particular student, one who
herse1f happens to be a femin-
jst activist on campus.

Up to now, I have had imoer—
sonal classroom crushes and
developed teacher's pet
crushes. In the first kind, I
realize one day that I'm
watching the woman on the
right sfide, third row, second
seat from the aisle with great
intensity. I just love the way
she looks. Everything about

her. 1 am aware of the
slightest play of her expres-
sfon. When she's bored, it's a
slap in the face. I repress
conscious sexual fantasies
because I'm worried they vio—
late my teacher's fiduciary
duty, insult my wife, and:may
be politically incorrect. I
never speak to her outside
class, but summon her face and
figure over and over again as
I prepare. When I meet her
four years later at a bar
assocfation cocktail party, my
heart thumps, and then I real-
ize she's just a nice stranger
who does municipal bond work.

I've only had two female
teacher's pets in all these
years, It was 1ike, when she
knocks on the door, my heart
1ifts a 1ittle, though I had
been grumbiing about students
thinking themselves entitled
t5- piss away my afternoon. I
find myself trying to amuse
her, cheeiing her up, and
gossiping about teachers in

(Continued p. 5)




EI. SALVADOR
(continued from p.3)

tion and terror. We are impli-
cated in the deaths of many
tens of thousands of civilians
at the hands of right-wing
opponents of even two-bit
1iberaiization.

The guerrillas seem to be
roughly similar to other third
world revolutionaries of the
post-WW-II perfod (Cuba,
Algeria, Vietnam, Nicaragual.
Their ideology is marxist-
leninist, somewhat influenced
it appears by radical Cathelic
thought, by chastening expe-
riences with Eastern European
economic models, and by the
spirit of national auton in
third world radicalism (in-
fluenced by non-alignment, the
Sinc-Soviet spiit and Eurocom-
munism).

I don't think Russian com-
munism 1s a good model for
understanding third world
marxism=Teninism. In Russia, a
bureaucratic dictatorship

maintains power over an utter-

1y centralized economy and-

society through state terrob
and by manipulating a repres—
sive, deeply conservative
national culture. The Soviets
.could.not impose this model on
thefr third world clients, nor
could the small educated radi-
cal elites in those peasant
societies, supposing that they
wanted to, which: they don't.
On the political’level, the
Russians could not guarantee
the suryival of communist
regimes in Central America,
and they lack the resources,
economic and mil{tary, to sus-
tain them 1f they fail badly
to keep the support of the

Ll "
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populace. The United States
would have enormous economic
and military power in the
region even 1f g11 the regimes
in Central America were avow-
edly marxist-leninist, They
would quickly quarrel, and
begin to make deals with us in
a new diplomatic power con=-
text. No American interest I
care about is threatened by a
radical take-over in E}
Salvador,

Since it is manipulable and
internally contradictory, you
can't tell what the guerrillas
would do just by identifying
them as having a marxist-
leninist {ideclogy. Using the
analogfes of other vaguely
similar sounding groups such
as the Sandinistas, I would
expect the following.

The guerrillas would make
Salvadoran society more just

than it is now, by redistrib- .

uting wealth, especially land,
by investing in 1iteracy, pub-
Tic-health and rural infra=-
structure for the masses, by
halting strafght out state
terrorism against the people,
and by breaking the
social/cultural/economic power
of the upper class. From the
point of view of human rights,
I don't think they are likely
to be worse than the average
Latin military dictatorship.
But T also believe there is a
tendency for people who think
of themselves as marxist-
Teninists to deploy a facile
critique of the working of
political 1iberty in bourgeois
regimes as a screen for an
immoral willingness to repress
dissent and self-organization
of all kinds in the name of
self-righteous pseudo~certain-
ties or of political "necessi-
ties" that turn out to mean
Just maintaining a clique 1in

“power-.
I do not believe the guer—
rillas in power would ggvelop

a model of social 11fe—eqgali-
tarian and communitarfan,
inter-racial, diverse, toler-
ant, humane, sexually 1iber—
ated, androgynous and inter—
esting-—that would be an in-
spiration for U.S. radicals.
What I know of the beliefs and
the culture of educated latin
American marxist-leninists,
even those open to radical
Catholic alliances and influ-
ences, suggests to me that
they believe far to much 1n
the possibilities of violent
remaking of the political and
economic world, and are at the
same time nowhere near commit-
ted enough to any remaking of
intimate relations 1in the
workplace and the nuclear fam-
11y. And in so much as they
are thus committed, it seems
often to be to a model of
coarcive togethernsss that is
Just the faiied mirror image
of 1iberal individualist ide-
ology. 1 don't believe that
third world peasant cultures
have resources that could
counteract these deficiencies,
supposing real popular mobi11-

zation followed guerilla
victory.

I may well be wrong in all
or any part of this assessment
of the guerrillas (and of
Salvadoran society generallyl.
I know very 1ittle about the
subject. I do, however, have
to make up m{ mind on the
basis of what I know,

It might seem the best
course to urge a re-orienta-
tion of U.S. policy away from
the current regime and in the
direction of support for a
radica) but not marxist-1enin-
ist alternative that could
come to power relatively
peacefully and work for goals
1ike those we share in our
movement here. But that seems
a hopeless prospect. I believe
the U.S. government would be
imperialist, horridiy capital-
{st and manipulative toward E1
Salvador even under a liberal
democratic President, say Mon-
dale. I think the liberals are
so corrupt, opportunist and
confused that they will never
take real chances for Justice
in. Central America. And 1t
seems that the forces for
radical reform of politics,
economy and culture are so

S e S e T T
weak in E1 Salvador, outside
the querilla movement, that we
would have trouble finding
allies even if we had an un-
equivocal commitment to their
success.,

I believe the best realjstic
possibility is a marxist-
leninist victory. I think
there is hope in that because,
first, it will likely secure
some material and social gains
for the Salvadoran masses.
Second, there is 1ittle but
benefit from a blow to U.S.
regional power. Third, the
kernal of real 1iberation may
yet turn out to be dormant in
the soifl of a third world
revolutionary struggle. It
seems less conceivable to me
that it is dormant in a re-
vived Alliance for Progress.
Therefore I favor critical
support, but support nonethe-
less for a guerilla victory in
E1 Salvador,




romance

ways that violate the ground-
rules. As she slides deeper
{nto her crush, {t's 11ke an
envelope of warmth for me.
Although I have -no {ntention
of making a sexual advance,
can fee) her readiness for ity
her strong physical awareness
of me, her accessibility and
ner fear. Am I the only one
who notices her eyes shining
all the way through my lec-
ture? (Everyone else 1s
asleep.) - I preen for her.
Finally, I worry for her that
she'11 take my part too often
and be thought a fool.

Both of these teacher's pet
relationships went on for
along time. It was hard to
keep them under control, but
we did, and I loved it. I
think I was a good teacher to
both women. They've gone on
to other mentors (as Tawyers)
and I don't think I'm even
s1ightly jealous. But we were
walking an edge that was un=
familiar to me. I don't play
with emotional fire=-or
haven't up to now. You might
say 1 am outwardly staid,

* though perceptibly full of
longing. With my marriage
apparently breaking up, the
longing 1s more, even scarily
accessible to me. I'm falling
in love with this feminist
student. I disapprove strongly
of teachers sleeping with
their students. It's hard for
me to imagine full equality
with that formal relationship
{n the background. I could go
on, but this is already too
much. Help! -

Yours,
Unfamiliar Longings

Dear Unfamiliar Longings:

My name is misleading. I'm
actually a man, so you won't
be able to get the kind of
help in thinking about the
feminist dimension of your
problem that a feminist woman

S1anders might have been able
to give. I'11 say up front
that I'm also a law teacher,
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divorced, and I've had twu
affairs with students, one of’
which ended disastrously forr
both of us (though not public-
1y, thank God), Since I'm a
man, I tend to approach things
abstractly, so let's see whiat

" eritical legal studies has to

say about this situation.

%15 people talk a lot about
breaking down the publ ic~
private dichotomy. This usual-
1y means showing that what
looks private is also. or
"really" public--as 1in, the
personal is political, priivate
1aw rules flow from strategies
of governance, activities 11ke
law teaching contribute to
political hegemony of the rul-
ing strata.

But we should recogniize that
breaking down the ‘public-
private dichotomy al'so means
recognizing the strong famil-
ial, oedipal and erot ic compo-
nent of areas we usua’lly think
of as public. This is actually
harder to do than t:he other.
It's scary to see the erotic
and the oedipal, family ro-
mance and the primal scene
playing themselves out tn-the
workpiace. It's a_lot easier
to talk about equal protection
{n the domain of housework
than to admit you don't
understand the left-right pow=
er struggle in school until
you understand the pattern of
same-sex crushes of older on
younger faculty members. We
ourselves put each other down
when it's at all obvious that
ocedipal or other sexual feel-
ings are “influencing judg-
ment.,"

But there is something to

ain by making the effort.

irst, if we can only contem
plate the erotic within the
family or in singles bars, we
can't understand it. Second,
Herbert the Great was right to
say that we can make social

11fe into a form of play, an
aesthetic activity, only if we
its constitutive erot-

ic dimension. Workplace polfi-
tics are real politics. Work-
place politics are oedipal/
erotic politics. Oedipal/erot-
ic politics are real politics.
Now that we've got that
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 clear, let's apply crfticeﬂ

legal theory to your d1i1emma.
Oh, boy! Does that .ever sound
3111y.- This 1s the best 1 can

0.,

I don't think 1t can be
right that a male teacher
should never sleep with a
female student, period. That
would be absolutist, high-
handed and doctrinaire. But on
the other hand I advise cau-

tion, Of course, I also advise
caution in a relationship with

a woman of your own age who is
not a student and comes from a
similar background and seems
utterly familiar and an equal.
Such a person looks 1ike the
"logical™ or "natural™ person
for you to relate to, but the
heavily sexist character of
the larger society may mean
that she has more rather than
less trouble apgroach1ng you
as an equal. he might be
intimidated by your status as
a law professor at a "good"
school whereas your student
might see you as the semi-
competent plodder you really
are, and love you anyway.

The fact that the student {is
a feminist is no guarantee
that either of you will be
able to deal with reenforcing
the world's male/female in-
equality with its teacher/stu-
dent inequality. It 1s a good

_ sign (since we believe in this
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as a true form of conscious~
ness) but nothing more.

The thing that most alarms
me about your story is that
you are thinking of beginning
this affair while in the mid-
die of the break up of your
marriage. Men I've known have
tended to be pretty crazy
durin% this phase of things,
capable of doing a lot of
damage before they catch up
with their feelings. This
seems to me a strong indicator
for great restraint on your
part.

On the other hand, real
trust and warmth and mutual
confirmation just appear un-
predictably in relationships.
Maybe that's about to happen
to you, and if so may your
good fortune be lasting.

Slauders
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THE SAN FRANCISCO HILTON & TOWER

Jarmary 7, 1984

Dear Arm Slanders,

Your response to the "Erotics of Law Teaching'' is at best
incomplete. More likely, its effect will be to reinforce both
sexual exploitation of female law students by male law teachers
and the impression of some that Critical Legal Studies consists
of indeterminacy analysis, scme psychological jargon, and a heavy
dose of self-justification. - -

- Of course, there's no more sense in an Absolute Rule here than
in any other area. And you may be right that the things that once seemed
private and have public dimensions include all parts of ourselves, not
just our contractual relation and cur property disputes. But to move
from these obsexrvations to a conclusion of caution plus hope
(encouragement?) about male teachers/female student relationships
is inexcusable.

You talk about sexism and thus you introduce power relationships
into the -discussion, yet you treat all this as abstract and
shifting. The fact is that we all (I too am a male law teacher)
live in a specifie, highly contextualized situation in our own world
of law schools, teachers, and students. We all tend to think we _
are quite charismatic because many students seem . affected by
(drasm to) us, and we scmetimes don't want to recognize that the charisma
derives from the power we hold over students -- the power to grade,
the power to validate intellectually, the power of a few more years.
Like it or not, we are authority and power for them. That is why
real friendship with a student is so elusive -- we cammot be equals
caming together as friends. And that is why we carmot be equals
with a student in a love relationship.

It is not just the attitudes and behavior of the individual
teacher that matters, for he works in a world that has shaped her--
her expectations, powerlessness, and vulnerability. In short,
stay away.

CONCERNED ABQUT PROCESS

.

TMPRESSIONS OF THE PLENARY
SESSTON AND THE CCLS MEETING

Intro: Blah, blzh cyn-
icism, blah professional-
ism, blah advocacy v.
ethics, blah trade school,
blah famous dead E eans
blah . . . Redlich! Red-
lich (Yale, NYU) blah.
Responsibility, teaching
humanism. Blah (SURPRI-

{ SINGLY) Protestant Work

Ethic blah share in the
moral dilemmas of our day

by .

. . getting our exams
graded on tlmeI blah con- -

sideration (cognitive un-

pa ollows: trans-hier-
archical courtesy, respon-
sibility, articles in on
time, appointments kept,
only "fair'' outside work,
Renaissance Kingsfield,
pro bono, fair exams, col-
legiality). Reciprocation
from students blah Harvard-
no-hassle-pass-flaky-fris-
son. TF I STAY HERE MY
BRATN WILL SNAP LIKE AN
OLD PATR OF ELASTIC SIDED
BOOTS.

CLS grungier, more maj-
estic, not enough seats.

Leftist lemmings,” leaping ——

for abyss, blah no struc-
ture blah nd hierarchy bla
no information blash touchi
feelie. Now we've played
out all of the cliches you
expected of leftists (be-
ing practically disabled
by their principles). :
People used to say to Lerm
Bruce, Be furmy, be radica
But he was even though
they said, '

Get on the mailing
list: Wr-te to Mark
Tushnet, 1416 Holly St. NW

Washington, DC 20012.

The Conference is March
16-18. 7/

DON'T TRASH THE JOB MARKET,
MAKE IT WORK

When cls types want to
describe the heart of legal
darkness, they often refer
to their own experiences
on the job market. They
know that's the point where
the true pain and horror of
the law schools shows up.
If the classroom is alien-

“ating and the faculty meet-

ing vicious, the market is
the final realization of
all that is evil in law
school life.

Ewn ing that pains us
but can be denied in normal
life becomes apparent when
we enter the market., Hier-
archy, which is the back-

- ground of all relationships

among law professors, is the
real thing that is on the
table in job negotiations.
The school, ever insecure
about its own hierarchical
position, looks at you to

assess your marginal contri-
bution to its ratings; you !
wonder if getting a job at
X will enhance your cwn :
fragile sense of self-worth!

No one would deny the
horror of all this. But
there is no point in lament-
ing. The only hope is to
make the market work for cls
It has obviously happened;
after all, a lot of cls
people have gotten jobs,
some in "'up-market’’ schools.
The deep secret of cls life:
is that when one is on the
market, it is necessary to
turn cls itself into a com-
modity. We have to sell it
as a new brand of scholar-
ship, a product that law
schools have to acquire to
ensure their status in the
world. We have to show that
we produce certified cls
work, and that acquisition
will enhance the status of
the school that buys us.

We have to convince the
schools that having cls
people to attack all theix
flaws will make them feel
more important, not less.
We have to resist our
temptation to carry our
efforts overtly to chall-
enge the alienated nature
of law schools into the
hiring hall. All the
rules of legitimate cls
behavior, from humanistic
relations to polemi.cal
challenge, must be subdued
when we enter the market.
Those who are not able to
do this are not the most
noble, they are the most
unrealistic and the least
tough~minded.

Will we be destroyed by
this? 1Is it a pact with
the devil? No, because
there is no choice. We
can meke the market work
for us, or we can be de-
stroyed by it.
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Annals of Aéademic
Freedom: III

The AALS and the New Teacher:
"Ethics and Responsibility"

My Ass

A session on "Ethies in
Academia: Power and Respon-
sibility in Legal Education'
from these guys (and I do

" '? I've tasted
their wares twice before,
and 1'd sooner listen to a
presentation by the Reagan
administration on "'Imperial-
ism and Foreign Affairs."

My first taste came dur-
ing last year's 'meat market"
recruiting process. I was
an ‘pplicant' ("'supplicant'?)
Not since my first year of
law school had I been sub-
jected to such abuse of pow-
er (like the interviewer at
one school who spent a whole
morning attacking two of my

"references' -- individuals
whom, I made it clear, I love
dearly.) ,

At no time in five years

of rough~and-tumble legal
practice did I encounter
such disingenuousness cum
downright dishonesty as I
did from the dean at another
school who looked me stra-
ight in the eye after two
exhausting days of inter-
views, told me how "high"
they were on me, and assur-
ed me that he would be in
touch 'very soon,' possibly *#
in a few days; only weeks
and numerous wnreturned
phone calls later did L

reach him and learn that

shortly after the interviey
they had offered the posi-
tion to someone else. Nor
was my experience unique;
virtually every other pax-
ticipant in the process I
know speaks of similar mis-
treatment. (And they accu-
se us of "imeivility'!)

My second taste came last
sumer, at the New Teacher
Training Conference. Now a

tenure-track faculty mem-
ber at a 'nifty, up-and-

coming'' school (i.e., not
first tier), I was accord-
ed all the dignity and res-
pect I could have wanted.

I shared power, and the
AAIS was there to teach me
how to abuse it. The stu-
dent--not the teaching app-
licant--was at the bottom
of the boot. To boil the
program's lessons down to
three: Lesson {1: the
bright, engaged students
you will face the first
day of class will be bored,

jaded, and unprepared by
second semester, and it's
their fault, not yours.
Lesson {f2: humniliate your
students if it's good thea-
ter (or be a 'mice verson'
and steadfastly refuse to
do so, but defend the 1lit-
tle Hitlers on your facul-
ty in the name of academic
freedom). Lesson #3: '"'ob-
jective grading' is both
possible and desirable, and
the impact of grading on
the lives and futures of.

7

your students is not your
problem (we seek, after
all, "just the facts,
ma'am'’).

The "'ethics” underlying
these lessons--and the
lessons of the interview
process--are to serious
ethical striving what
Velveeta is to cheese. Be-
sides, they served wine at
the CLS program. So I

-woted with my feet.

The Diagonal Focus Syndrome

The story of the AALS
meeting is completely but
sadly captured in the end-
less series of nervously
searching glances of con-
versing attendees, some-
times passing one another
like the proverbial ships
in the night, as each law
teacher casts the net of _
his sight across the room
for fairer game. There is a
sadness there; the eyes have
lost the glint of hope that
can be seen only in the
faces of the very newest
additions to the profession.
They are the ones who still
naively believe in a merit-
ocracy upon which the peck-
ing: order is supposed to
rest. The older ones know
better.

For the young law teach-
ers, it is an acquired
skill. One must catch the
eye of a hierarchically sup-
erior teacher. and somehow

trap him (never her) into
conversation. The trick,
however, is to maintain a
lookout for an even better
catch. Naturally, unless
someone from Memphis State
has somehow inexplicably
latched on to someone from
Harvard, the latchee will bz
playing the same game, ex-
hibiting the identical sym-

—= —ptoms of the classic AALS

Aagonal focus syndrome.
Fach ta;Xs to the other only

~ 50 10ng as n&.hu’ 124 better

appears on the hsrizon. ,
Of course, the trajedy of
all this is that they ar€
reduced to treating others
and (sadly) themselves, as
something less than human.
ind by the time the players
realize the sterility of the
game, it is too late because
they are then convinced that
they are indeed the infer-
iors they have been playing.

The sadness thus reflects not
oaly the hopelessness of

L

their quest but also the low-
er value which they have ev-

- entually assigned them-

selves. It is the ultimate
form of selling out--of them-
selves and their fellows.

The next time you are in-
vited to play.this game,
don't. Look the other fimmly
in the eye and don't panic.
Isnore the passing ships;
they are headed onto the
rocks. The alternative is
scary. In the end you will
have that sad loock that up
till now you have only cur-
iocusly noticed in others.

If you are absolutely co-
muitted to the gaime you
might as well have yourcake
and eat it: enjoy the con-
versations for what they are
and climb the hierarchy lad-
der in a much less offensive
wey by leaving messages ad-
diressed to yourself on the
message board. The diagonal
ees are keeping tabs on
that also.



FASHTION AT THE AALS
CONVENTION

Have you noticed what
everyone is wearing at the
AAIS convention this year?,
If not, it's probably be- :
cause you have been look-
ing at too many name tags.
Name tags are an important
part of AALS fashion. The
tag comes in a basic plas-
tic container which has
been tastefully designed
to perform multiple func-
tions. The tag identifies
the person in large bold
letters. Bolder still is
the name of the SCHOOL in
large caps immediately fol-
lowing the name. Most
SCHOOLS are identified as
either a law school or
university except Harvard
which is just simply
Harvard. Of course, the
identification of SCHOOL
often determines just how
fashionable one can hope
to be at the AATS. For
example, the person.wearing
‘the Yale tag can be recog-
nized from*a“distance of
several hundred yards,
whereas a tag fram Seton
Hall or other like place
often goes umoticed. The
AALS name tag can be worm
in one, and only one,
place: over the left (or
© right) breast in a shirt
or jacket pocket. There
is no pin and no adhesive,
but then you'd only need
them if you were a woman
(not in a.Success Suit) or
wearing a turtleneck. [

To the editor:

Mr. Boylston's si11y article
on faculty cocktail parties
really needs no reply. It

-reveals its own paranoid view
jof the world, But it's worth

showing that this 1s where
nihilist critical Tegal stud-
jes approaches Tead.

Boylston wants to provide a
dofense of rudeness, based on
politics. Me takes trite pop
sociology and blows it up 1nto
the big words "reproduction of
political ideology of the
upper-middle~class" by relat-
jng petty cbservations about
some social event to the law/
politics distinction. He ab-
surdly conflates the trivial
and the cosmic, with no indi-
cation of how he gets there.
His amateur creative writing
style shows his utter
lack of substance,

Moreover, Boylston's basic
point provides its own refuta-

tion. According to him, aca~
demic freedom requires the
destruction of normal social
habits. Next we'1] hear that
academic freedom requires
burning books,

In addition, Boylston's ar-
ticle reveals the immaturity
of so many of the critical
group., He makes a big thing
out of clothing and Tanguage.
It's as if he's stil11 in high
school, still fascinated with
dirty words. He acts 1ike the
world is supposed to change
because he doesn't 1ike it,
There's no reguirement with

which I am familiar that re-

quires faculty members to at-
tend social occasions. If he
doesn't 1ike them, he
shouldn't go. If he doesn't
1ike-the form of the party, he
should have his own party. It
is infantile to whine as he
does about it.

Boylston is so busy seeing
ideology under every bed that

DAKTE BHHHUE'
I HO4EH

-

it never occurs to him that
law teachers are naturally
people who 1ike to talk, and
so their parties are largely
not dance parties. If Boylston
feels 1ike doing something
eTse, that's his business., But
his conclusions about sinister
forces at work is a reflection
of his personal tastes, noth-
ing more.

There's nothing sinister

rae
HAMLE Lk

ANH

" Ha ha, no, got in to-
day--Harry!--nothing I
would have wanted to go
to 'cept the ha ha Gay
and ..lesbian ha ! oh

Fred you're....And they

made him Dean because
Coca-Cola....playing so
badly that they're go-
ing to move them to the
Phillipines and call
them'the Manilla Fold-
ers'....About a twenty
minute commute and the
property taxes are very
....real piece of trash
....and Jotm teaches our
new Prisoners' Rights
Course, I call it ' Was-
ting time and armoying
Judges' don't I, John...
serious new trend in
scholarship....and with

"about civility. It 1s an inte-
gral part of the academic
enterprise, the freedom to
differ on ideas without anger
or personal animosity. That's
one of the things most of us
1ike best about academic 1ife.
That 1s the rich sense of com
munity we enjoy. If Boylston
doesn't find his kind of com-
munity there, maybe he should
Took for a bartending job.
—Thomas "Tommy" Johnson

KHHH'

g/ N

the California Supreme
Court you can get.....
real low fipamcing ....
tirned to the student and
said ' That question took
60 seconds, there are 120
people in the roam, you
Just wasted 2 hours of the
most expensive billable
time in the Westem ....
Ha ha....with a new build-
ing and a strong endowment
we feel confident .... who
would'nt. .. .need to draw
other powerful groups into
the loan situation so that
they will have a vested...
interest in-Civ Pro but
concentrating on the busi-
ness law, meat and potat-
oes ...all on the school
anyway . . . .Papal Exhibition
. And get a receipt. Ha ha °
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REDUCTIONISM
(continued from p.1)

-~

careers of their perceived
enemies. Some studied the fog
hoping thereby to improve the
conditions of their class, or
race, or sex; others hoped to
advance someone else's class,
or race, or sex. 5ti11 others
hoped to advance humanity, or
the universe; and, finally,
some people studied it from
habit.

As people studied the fog.,
they began to see occasional
patterns. One person found a
rectangle with a curfous sup-
face texture; another found an
ear~shaped protrusion, while a
third found a solid spherical
object set back in a socket,

These discoveries were excit-
ing and interesting. The
scholars felt accomplished and
creative, and they were hon-
ored and advanced in their
careers. The classes and races
and -sexes and universes; how-
ever, al7l continued in the
same status which they had

L

enjoyed and suffered previ-
ously.

Spurred on by the excitement
of discovery and the hope of
success, scholars devoted
themselves to studying one or
another corner of the picture.
The project continued and more
particular patches of the fog
gave way to curious patterns.

S
~ 9 7
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Then one day a very {mpor-
tant thing occurred. Someone
new came aliohg who decided not
to choose a corner to study,
and not to study the particu-
lar details at all. Instead,
he looked at a1l the fog and
he loocked at the clearings and
he said, "I know what that fog
is, 1t's a man smoking a
cigar,

A few people got very excit~
ing about this and wondered

what it would mean for the
status of their class, and
race, and sex, and universe. A
few people got nervous about
this and wondered what it
might mean for the status of
their class, and race, and
sex, and they Taughed at the
new person and said this was
no way for serious adults to
spend their time. Most people
ignored the new person and
Just continued in their work.

Some of these people who
Just continved 1n their work
Just happenad to be examining
the patch of fog where the new
person claimed the cigar-
smoker's forehead was and they
Just happened to discover a
pattern that seemed a 1ot 1ike
a forehead. Other people, how-
ever, more determined in their
ignorance of the new person's
assertions, began to f117 in a

more ranhdom pattern:

g g?iﬂ
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A few people were disap-
pointed, a few people were
relieved, and a few people
were amused. It is not known
whether the new person was
embarrassed or humiliated.

However, he was not discour-
aged. He kept looking at all
the fog and he Tooked at these
new clearings and he satd, "I
know now what the fog is; it's
the heads of two people en-
gaged 1n conversation.”

!
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A ot of people paid attention
to this claim by the new per-
son and his theory became
quite controversial. Some peo-
ple muttered that the new
person himself so enjoyed con-
versation that he would think
he saw two peopie talking
anywhere he might choose to
Took. Other people pointed out
that the clear spaces didn't
fit that picture, for exampie,
the rectangle that at first
had been called a cigar. The
new person couldn't explain
that, they said, and it didnt
fit within his scheme. A whole

1iterature grew up arguing

whether the rectangle could be

a mustache or what else.it.

might be. A few people found
it offensive that so many peo-
ple would pay so much- atten-
tion to a man who just pointed
out the obvious gross features
of the fog instead of getting
down to the difficult work of
close examination—especially
when he was probably wrong
about the gross features any-
way, His own supporters
couldn't agree about the
cigar-mustache, after all.
There were a lot of people,
however (most of whom also
enjJoyed conversation), who
tound the 1insight of "™wo
people tatking" useful. A lot
of areas of the fog which had

been 1impenetrable began to
show distinctive patterns:

e
7 -

The process continued as
more and more details were
filled in and the picture
became quite rich.

But then one day someone
found an clive.
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